
 Latin – Subject Curriculum Statement  

INTENT 
The Latin curriculum aims to enthuse and engage learners in various aspects of the ancient Roman 
world and serves a cultural and linguistic purpose in that it exposes students to foreign language, 
literature and culture. All Year 7 students are provided with the opportunity to study Latin, giving them 
autonomy in their language learning. Latin is not an elitist subject at Kingsdale; it is open to all 
students. Our teachers have a passion for all elements of the subject: language, literature and 
culture. Parents are a key part of language learning and are welcomed into the Latin department 
through a variety of measures, including the annual ‘Succeeding in GCSE Languages’ event. 

Once a student has chosen to study Latin the provision is in place from year 7 to year 13. Our 
departmental ethos is that no child should be denied access to language learning and uptake at 
GCSE is within the top 10% nationally. The curriculum is designed to bring the language to life at 
each Key Stage and offer engaging content such as cultural projects on gladiators and Roman 
Britain, visits to UK based historical sites as well as trips to Pompeii and Rome. To ensure students 
are given a chance to achieve their full potential, extra-curricular sessions are available and often 
targeted from KS3 to KS5, whether students wish to be stretched or would like to build their 
confidence in Latin.  
 
 

IMPLEMENTATION 
The curriculum allows students to explore diverse topics and some complex grammar, allowing them 
to deepen their knowledge about how the language works and enrich their vocabulary in order for 
them to increase their independent use and understanding of the language in a wide range of 
contexts. The curriculum sequences knowledge and skills, builds on prior learning and enables 
students to widen their understanding, knowledge and use of a variety of language competencies. 
Enrichment activities and educational trips home and abroad seek to complement language skill 
development and introduce students to ancient Roman culture. Differentiation, particularly for SEND, 
should enable all learners to reach their full potential in Latin. The curriculum is challenging for the 
ablest as it deals with linguistic and cultural topics requiring higher order thinking. It gives students 
the skills they need to become independent and promotes skills transferable to a wide range of 
careers. 
The department currently uses the Cambridge Latin Course as the basis of both its KS3 and KS4 
courses. This course has been selected for its focus on both language and civilisation, and its 
promotion of learning language through stories. Lesson planning focuses on the development of 
grammatical understanding, translation, vocabulary and cultural knowledge. As well as more 
complex grammar and vocabulary, a range of literature and Roman civilisation topics are taught at 
KS4 to prepare students for the Eduqas GCSE specification. At KS3 homework consists mainly of 
vocabulary learning and, as students progress through KS4, more complex translation and 
comprehension exercises are also regularly set. At KS5, authentic literature lies at the heart of the 
curriculum and this is supplemented with bespoke resources to ensure students have the fullest 
possible understanding. 
Lessons are differentiated across all years to allow all students access to learning. Students are 
expected to develop familiarity of meta-linguistic terminology and students are required to learn parts 
of speech alongside the meaning of new words. Teachers use a wide range of strategies to suit all 
learning styles and needs. Students are regularly given opportunities to challenge themselves 
through extension tasks and more complex authentic material. Study of grammar promotes literacy 
skills and thinking skills directly applicable to a variety of careers. Learning walks, book scrutiny and 
good practice sharing ensure consistency across all teachers. 

 
 

IMPACT 
Pupils from all socio-economic backgrounds enjoy coming to Latin lessons and actively participate 
in learning within and outside the classroom. Students transition into KS4 and KS5 with a firmer 
understanding of core grammar skills that will help them be more independent in their use of the 
language and less reliant on learning chunks of language by rote. They are also able to demonstrate 
an understanding of ancient culture and literature.  Students are confident and engaged learners 
who develop the necessary skill set to understand written texts in Latin and respond to them 



appropriately. Teachers use online platforms such as Memrise and Quizlet to engage students in 
vocabulary acquisition. On an almost weekly basis, teachers measure students' learning and 
understanding by using low stake, but yet effective tests. 
CPD is run effectively within the department to ensure that all staff are kept up to date with the latest 
curriculum developments and can confidently impart the knowledge necessary for students to 
achieve highly. In addition, all staff are encouraged to attend an external CPD session each academic 
year. 
 

 


